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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK
The

"March for Life, Washington, D.C." in its 46th
year, again, demonstrated its support for Life principles.
The enthusiasm and vigor of all of its participants were
clearly evident.
Many key leaders and rank-and-file persons were
interviewed by EWTN "regulars." This program has
wonderful coverage of this event which the major media
ignores routinely.
Our prayer continues, "With the Help of God, the Right
to Life will be restored for all–born and unborn."
At present, we have the special opportunity to do just
that with both President Trump and Vice President Pence
in national office. We have a special opportunity to do it!
While we are grateful for the wonderful exhibition to
support Life at the March, in New York we have to work
in "opposition" to the current majority in the New York
State Legislature.
The RHA has been passed into NYS law. The
Physician-Assisted Suicide Bill is next on the Agenda.
The RHA (now current law) and the Physician-Assisted
Suicide Bill (to be voted upon) are departures from
current NYS life protective laws. RHA needs to be
overturned! The Physician-Assisted Suicide bill needs to
be rejected by all New Yorkers!

Helpers Prayer Vigil, Jackson Heights,
September 15, 2018

Unplanned – The Movie
See Unplanned at theaters starting March 29th. The
movie is based on a book by Abby Johnson about
her journey from abortion provider to pro-life
champion.
For more information see:
https://www.unplannedfilm.com/

We hope that you will become informed by attending all
upcoming JPRLC meetings and that you will be in touch
with your representatives–YES, what you do will affect
both you and your descendants!
Florence Maloney, Editor
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The Bridge to Life Makes a Difference
By Catherine Donohoe,
MS, RN, President,
The Bridge to Life, Inc.
What is better than giving
someone Hope?
– Tim Tebow

Hope

is the greatest gift The
Bridge To Life gives to the mothers
who come to us. Our founder,
Eleanor Ruder, started Bridge to
Life in 1992 to serve single
mothers.
Since then, we have welcomed over 3,500 women and
children annually for counseling and material assistance.
Bridge is member of a Pregnancy Service Network whose
common goal is to save the life of the baby by providing the
mother with life-affirming options which include parenting or
adoption.
Under no circumstances, do we refer women for abortions.
The sidewalk counselors outside a Queens abortion center,
from the Helpers of God's Precious Infants, refer women they
counsel to us.
During counseling, we discuss the woman's support
systems, offer her maternity clothes and refer her for
supportive services. These include the recently opened New
Beginnings Center of Hope. This is a Queens medical
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pregnancy center, and it offers no-cost sonograms and
parenting classes.
Upon the baby's birth and a social worker's referral, Bridge
provides quarterly aid through our Material Assistance
Program.
Our 24-hour hotline enables callers to talk to a trained coach
about their pregnancies.
We've helped women who were homeless, abandoned by their
families, victims of domestic violence and/or who were
unemployed.
Governor Andrew Cuomo is the most pro-abortion governor in
recent history. His support for the recently enacted RHA Act may
become the reason for his excommunication from the Catholic
Church.
Outside of our Executive Director, Catherine Black, and a parttime administrator, everyone connected to Bridge volunteers
their time. We run on in-kind and monetary donations. We are
grateful to all who support us and our dedicated volunteers,
including many young adults.
Bridge's challenge is reaching the women who need us. You can
help. Like us on social media and invite your friends to do the
same.
Find our locations and other information on our website,
www.thebridgetolife.org ♦

____________________________

Cathy Donohoe, President of The Bridge to Life, Inc., is a tireless
worker for Life. Her service to Bridge is outstanding–as is her
commitment to Life and its protection from assaults.
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Challenges Ahead in New York State
By Christina Fadden Fitch,
Chairman,
New York State Right to Life Committee

Greetings

with appreciation for
your work to promote and protect
the God-given gift of Life.
The 2019 Session of the New
York State Legislature opened
January 9 with much fanfare and
media accolades over the change
of leadership in the State Senate
from a slim pro-life control to a
new 39-24 pro-abortion Democrat majority pledging to
quickly enact a "progressive" agenda and "break down
barriers."

RHA would mandate abortion-on-demand without restriction,
up until birth, and even after birth--(if a child is born during the
course of an abortion, it would erase born-alive protections
already in New York State law.)
RHA would establish abortion as a "fundamental right" in New
York (something that Roe v. Wade did not do.) If abortion is
made a fundamental right in New York State, expect pro-life
viewpoint suppression, mandated participation by all healthcare providers and further restrictions on pro-life efforts to save
children's lives.
RHA would also allow any health-care practitioner to perform
an abortion if the practitioner acts in "good faith" (rather than
an objective medical standard of care). And it would remove
protections for women and unborn children from illegal
abortion. In short, the radical Reproductive Health Act is
about enabling the abortion industry to operate without
regulation, reservation, or regard for human life, mother's or
child's.

In this more hostile political environment, we are mindful of
the increased threats to the most vulnerable among us, but all
pro-lifers must rise up in prayer and action in opposition.

Just as the Federal "Freedom of Choice Act" was defeated in
the 1990's despite Democrats holding both Congress and the
presidency, this abortion expansion in New York can also be
defeated, if the public understands how radical it is. It is the
4th quarter of the game on this bill and the clock is ticking,
but we must press on.

While the previous years of pro-abortion rhetoric from
Governor Andrew Cuomo has been searing and the battle
difficult, prior to last November’s elections, the unborn yet
had a voice with the state Senate Republican leadership. The
former Senate majority held off radical legislation continually
by just one vote, due also to undaunted efforts by pro-lifers.

But that is not all. Already this year, other bills of concern are
popping up, such as one that would require pro-life
organizations to not "discriminate" based an employee's or
applicant’s "reproductive health decision-making."
Translation: Pro-life organizations could be forced to retain or
hire employees not aligned with their views!

Governor Cuomo, now beginning his third term, is continuing
his quest with the abortion industry to erase protections for the
unborn and their mothers, expand late-term abortion past 24
weeks, prohibit common-sense legislation and pursue lines of
attack against the life-saving efforts of pro-lifers.

Another bill endorses the idea that hospitals can have policies
in place that allow the hospitals to refuse the life-saving
directives by an ill patient’s health-care proxy.

The new one-party government in New York has a long "todo" list. but the one agenda item on which the Governor and
new Legislature is monolithically focused to pass, without
discussion, is the so-called Reproductive Health Act which
they vow to pass on January 22, the anniversary of Roe v.
Wade.
RHA is being sold on outright lies by the abortion lobby,
parroted by the media, that the bill merely "codifies" Roe, and
"updates" New York's "outdated" laws.
These claims are false.

New York State Right to Life works daily to be your eyes and
ears in Albany at the Capitol, and we value our partnership
with you as our Affiliate in Queens.
We are uniquely positioned as the only state group focused
solely on protecting the Right to Life.
If you would like to help, whether financially, organizing a
petition drive or event, or by inviting a guest speaker to a
speaking event, please contact us at:
518-434-1293 admin@nysrighttolife.org.
Thank you and God bless your work! ♦

3rd Annual International Gift of Life Walk
Monday March 25, 9 AM
Foley Square, New York City
For more information and to register for the Walk go to
Personhood Education New York, Inc. at
https://www.personhoodeducationny.com/
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A Double Parked Miracle ⎯
We Give Thanks!

He went into the facility. The Helpers watched his car.
He came out with the young lady. A heartbeat of the
unborn child had even been detected.

by Madeleine Santangelo-Palumbo
Our Lady of Mercy Parish
and Joint Parish Respect Life Committee

They both left and this time they took our handouts.
The Helpers prayed and thanked God that this young
man had double parked and had allowed Mike to speak
to him.

On

a cold, rainy winter
morning, outside the
Queens abortion facility,
a young woman briskly
jumped out of a doubleparked car and went into
the facility–refusing to
accept any handouts from
the Helpers of God's
Precious Infants.

This doesn't happen often enough--the baby's life was
saved–the parents of this unborn child, and the child,
can be ever grateful! ♦

Mike, one of the Helpers, was able to speak to the
young male driver. The young man said that he thought
that the reason for her trip to the facility was that she
was going to check on a blood clot.
In a nice way, Mike told him that this place does
abortions–not blood clots.
The young man quickly reacted and stated that he was
against abortions.

A family at the March for
Life, Washington, DC,
January 18, 2019

Photo: B. Musich
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Fatherhood
By Frank Drollinger,
St. Thomas the Apostle Parish

For me, that moment is indelible. I remembered that my own
father put his life and the lives of my brothers, my sister, and
my mother before his own life. He was ready to give his life
for me. And then I realized that this was what defined a
father–and also what defined a man.
I do believe that without this sense of ultimate responsibility,
there can be no happiness for a man–no self-respect, no
manliness.

I thought I might save the following

thoughts for next June, for Father's Day,
but then I realized that they might well
suffer the fate of that day.
When
Father's Day is over, it is over. And the
message is one I think is desperately
needed.

Bishop Olmstead says that all men are called to fatherhood,
regardless of their state in life. He says that, "I offer this
Exhortation as an encouragement, a challenge, and a calling
forth to mission for every willing man in the Diocese of
Phoenix: priests and deacons, husbands, fathers and sons,
grandfathers and widowers, young men in preparation for
your vocation--that is, each and every man.

It comes from Bishop Thomas J.
Olmstead of Phoenix. The Bishop is a
very faithful, thoughtful witness to the
calamity of our time–the widespread
existence of fatherlessness.
His message is contained in an article called "Into the
Breach," an Apostolic Exhortation to the Catholic men of his
diocese. It is a message I've learned from my own father, the
fathers of my friends, neighbors, acquaintances and
classmates. A lesson was brought home by my experience at
an abortion "clinic" here in Queens. This message, this
experience, is profoundly foundational.
I was praying with a group in front of an abortion facility in
Forest Hills. I'd been doing this for several years, and I've
watched as husbands, boyfriends, and others brought women
to the facility to have abortions. Indeed, even some mothers
brought their daughters there to have abortions. And, in a
particularly disturbing turn of events, I once saw a man who
already had several children with the woman he brought there
for an abortion.
On one particular day, a man brought his girlfriend there and
remained "double parked" outside the clinic. One of our
counselors who would talk with the women coming to have
abortions, approached the man in the vehicle, who had bowed
his head over the steering wheel with his face covered by his
hands.

The Bishop continues, "Every man, particularly today, must
come to a mature acceptance and understanding of what it
means to be a man. . . . looking at what the secular world
holds up as ‘manly’ is in fact to look at shadows–or even
outright counterfeits–of masculinity."
I hope to write more about Bishop Olmstead's message, but
for now I would simply put forth his understanding of
fatherhood and its role in our lives. He begins by saying that
fatherhood changes history–all men are called to
fatherhood in some way. He notes that fatherhood had really
not been stressed in the past because it was assumed that we
understand it, but that this no longer true.
And, frankly, this matches up with other things which we
think we understand but, in fact, no longer do, such as the
idea of fairness, or the idea of a hospital, which both have
their origin and continued meaning only in a Christian
setting..
Bishop Olmstead's letter gives us three types of
understanding about fatherhood which he calls the three
masculine loves: as Friend, as Husband, and as Father.
Whatever his particular calling, however, "Every man is
called to live as a husband in some way.” ♦

"Do you want this abortion?" asked the counselor. The man
replied, "No, but I can't tell her what to do with her body."

✥

✥

✥

✥

“We need to be clear: The quality of a
civilization can be measured by the
respect it has for its weakest members.
There is no other criterion.”

JPRLC Web Site
For additional photos, the latest news and
actions to be taken, see: www.jprlc.org
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Pro-Life On the Street

Also, a few years ago, 50 crosses were placed on the Church
lawn to represent 50 million babies aborted as of that date!
Of even wider impact is "40 Days for Life." What started out
An Invitation-as a one-time local effort in 2003 in College Station, Texas,

By Peter Holzer,
Mary's Nativity Parish
and Joint Parish Respect Life Committee

grew rapidly, nationally
and the
internationally.
to become informed
about
RHA ACT which jus
Days for
Life"Physicians'
campaigns twice a Assisted-Suicide
year in the spring
new NYS Law"40
and
the
The winter 2018 edition of Respect Life News presented two
and fall. The spring campaign coincides with Lent starting
on Ash Wednesday and ending on Palm Sunday. The 2018
spring campaign started on Ash Wednesday, February l4, in
354 cities across 25 countries.

articles discussing public actions on the streets of pro-life
people, groups and organizations.
The first was "Telling a Pro-Life Story,” by Madeleine
Santangelo-Palumbo, which took place at All Women's
Pavilion on Austin Street, Forest Hills.

WHEN: Sunday, May 5, 2019
As of the report of1:30-4:30
April 13, 2018, 645
babies have been
pm
saved during this campaign. Since 2007, “. . . 14,643

Two mothers decided not to abort their babies but to keep
them instead. The article told of the events leading up to and
following their decisions.

WHERE: Holy Family School Hall

babies’ lives have been saved, 177 abortion workers
have quit, and 96 abortion sites have been closed as a
result of the work of "40 Days for Life."

If you log into their web site: www.40DaysforLife.com,
you can create a log-in to receive e-mail updates daily
during campaigns and at various other times. ♦

The second article, "Two Sides of the Issue,” by Frank
Drollinger, discussed pro-choice and pro-life sides. The prolife side was exemplified by the "March for Life,
Washington, D.C." which occurs annually on or near the
anniversary of Roe v. Wade.

Enter School Hall from
_____________________________
Holy Family Church Parking Lot
Editorial Comment: To be sure, "40 Days for Life" is a very
much commendable
organization
its truly wonderful pro175-20
- 74forAvenue
life work. It assuredly earns support from all. The personal
perseveranceFlushing,
of all pro-lifers, especially
of JPRLC
NY 11366

Two more examples will be cited here. On the local level,
activity in Steamboat Springs, Colorado, occurs at Planned
Parenthood. The Knights of Columbus and parishioners at
Holy Name Catholic Church pray and witness twice every
month throughout the year.

members, in spite of seeming advances of a secular culture,
gives great HOPE for a true restoration for ALL LIFE
(UNBORN AND BORN).

SPEAKER: FATHER MICHAEL PANICALI
ST. Mark's Church, Brooklyn, NY
for which
Life Retreat
Master)
To become informed about the Reproductive(Rosary
Health Act,
just became
An Invitation—

New York State law, and the Physician-Assisted-Suicide Bill
When:

Sunday, May 5, 2019 1:30-4:30 PM

Where:

Holy Family School Hall
(Enter from church parking lot)
175-20 74 Avenue
Flushing, NY 11366

Know your Rights--Be Informed!

Speaker: Fr. Michael Panicali,
St. Mark’s Church, Brooklyn
(Rosary for Life retreat master)

Know your Rights – Be Informed!
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A "MUST ATTEND" INVITATION
NEW YORK STATE RIGHT TO LIFE COMMITTEE, INC.
LOBBY FOR LIFE DAY
Wednesday. May 1, 2019
Guest Speaker
Carol Tobias, President, National Right to Life
10:00 AM to Noon, Followed by
Lobby Appointments with Your Legislators
Location: "The Well,” Legislative Office Building,
108 State Street, Albany, NY
REGISTER TODAY:
Call the NYSRTL office at 518-434-1293 or email alison@nysrighttolife.org
Your presence and message about the Reproductive Health Act and
Physician-Assisted Suicide Act (pending) will make the
difference in a final outcome!

Respect Life News, Winter 2019
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New York State
RIGHT TO LIFE COMMITTEE, INC.

41 State Street, M-100, Albany, New York 12207 • Tel: 518-434-1293

For Immediate Release
January 23, 2019
Contact:
New York State Right to Life Committee, Inc.
518-434-1293; after close of business 315-546-BABY (2229)
Interviews and additional comment upon request

STATEMENT ON THE so-called “REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH ACT”
SIGNED INTO LAW BY GOVERNOR CUOMO
Governor rightly refers to new law as “the most aggressive” abortion
law in the country
New York State Right to Life (NYSRTL) is saddened that New York now has what
Governor Andrew Cuomo ironically but rightly referred to as “the most aggressive”
abortion law in the country. The Reproductive Health Act (RHA) was sold to the public
saying it merely “updates” the law by codifying Roe vs. Wade into our statute, which is
not true. RHA has made abortion a “fundamental right” and prohibits all limits on
abortion, which Roe vs Wade did not do. Roe referred to a trimester view toward
protecting life, whereas RHA has expanded abortion-on-demand in New York past 24
weeks - well past when unborn children feel pain, are viable, and suffer during the
course of an abortion – and up to birth. This is inhumane. While we look forward to the
time when Roe vs Wade is overturned, under Roe various limits on abortion have
repeatedly been upheld as constitutional and are favored by the majority of the public,
including in New York. The Governor routinely calls people of good will concerned with
how we treat human life extreme, whereas it’s this new law that is truly extreme.
NYSRTL will continue to work to expose the misinformation put forth about RHA, protect
children and their mothers, protect the rights of pro-life persons to engage in life-saving
activities and express their views, and to build a culture of Life in New York.

40 Days for Life Campaigns – March 6 to April 14, 2019
Manhattan
Public right-of-way outside Planned Parenthood
Margaret Sanger Way
26 Bleecker
Street
AFFILIATE
national
RIGHT TO LIFE
Bronx
committee, inc.
Public right-of-way
outside Bronx Abortion
2070 Eastchester Road
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Hempstead
Public right-of-way outside Planned Parenthood
540 Fulton Avenue

For more information go to the 40 Days for Life web
site at: www.40daysforlife.com
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THANK YOU!

The Cardinal Newman Society

Sincere thanks to Mr. Robert J. Hogan, Funeral
Director, for supporting Respect Life News and other
pro-life works.
Quinn-Fogarty Funeral Home,
192-15 Northern Boulevard
Flushing, NY 11358
Respect Life News, Winter 2019

Stay updated on private and Catholic schools with the
effective work being done by The Cardinal Newman
Society. See their Programs and Projects at:
https://newmansociety.org/

718-351-5166
9
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Here for You and Your Baby―
Local Crisis Pregnancy Centers

HELPERS OF GOD’S PRECIOUS INFANTS
PRAYER VIGILS
Mass begins at 7:30 AM and is followed by a march to a
nearby abortion facility where the Rosary is recited.
Attendees may also remain in the church in prayerful
adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. Your prayers will
change hearts.
Sat., April 13, 2019, Church of St. Mary
10-08 49th Ave. (at Vernon Blvd.), Long Island City,
718-786-0705
Sat., June 15, 2019, St. James Cathedral
88-19 Parsons Blvd., Jamaica, 718-739-0241
Come and join the HGPI sidewalk pray-ers at the
following abortion sites:
All Women’s Medical Pavilion , 120-34 Queens Blvd,
Kew Gardens. Sat., 9:00 - 11:30 AM.

✦Bridge to Life, Inc. 718-463-1810
http://thebridgetolife.org/web/
✦Expectant Mother Care, 718-401-9700
http://emcfrontline.org/
✦Life Center of New York, 718-748-4992
✦Sisters of Life, 877-777-1277
http://www.sistersoflife.org/visitation-mission-pregnancyhelp
Call us. We can help you.

Respect Life News is published by the Joint Parish Respect Life
Committee. Please submit Letters to the Editor expressing your
views relating to RLN, a related Culture of Life topic or articles
you want published to: malo1@reagan.com or to:
Respect Life News
c/o A. Chung, Membership Editor
25-57 125th Street
Flushing, NY 11354

For more information see www.helpersny.org or e-mail:
helpers@helpersbrooklynny.org
Visit the Helpers Facebook page.

Be sure to include your name and contact number(s).
Anonymous letters are not acceptable.

POST ABORTION HEALING
Rachel’s Helpers
Call 718-939-6646 for referral information.
Sisters of Life
Days of Healing and Prayer for women.
hopeandhealing@sistersoflife.org
Call: 866-575-0075
Forgiven and Set Free
Call: 347-702-2352, Confidential
Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat
www.rachelsvineyard.org
Entering Canaan Ministry
www.enteringcanaan.com
Lumina
www.postabortionhelp.org

Days of Healing and Prayer for women, men and
siblings of those who have been aborted.

Florence Maloney, Editor - malo1@reagan.com
Boris Musich, Co-Editor - bmusich@rcn.com
Marion Higgins, Associate Editor - higmtc@verizon.net
Angelita Chung, Membership Editor - yukchak@yahoo.com
_______________________________________________
Subscriptions are $15 per year (includes postage.) Make
checks payable to “Respect Life News” and addressed to the
Membership Editor as above. Donations are welcome and
appreciated and assist the continuing work of the Joint
Parish Respect Life Committee.
Thank you for helping to build Respect for Life and the Family!
Your Name _________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________
City ________________________ State ____ Zip __________
Amount enclosed ____________

Call: Theresa Bonapartis, 877-586-4621

Thank you to our printer
New York Digital Print
for their excellent work!

To receive RLN via e-mail contact the Editor.
If you would like to keep up with Respect Life events, consider
joining the Committee. Call 718-762-1279.
2009 Respect Life Honoree by the Diocese of Brooklyn; 2016
Honoree (Past and Present Members) by The Bridge to Life,
Inc.

Contact: 718-353-7040
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Lobby for Life Day
in Albany

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Wed., May 1
(See Page 7)

RHA /
Physician-Assisted Suicide
Conference
Holy Family School Hall, Flushing
Sun., May 5
(See Page 6)
DATED MATERIAL - PLEASE EXPEDITE

Msgr. Philip J. Reilly (front row, 2nd from left) is honored at the Life Center of New York’s 34th
Anniversary Dinner, October 28, 2018. With him are other pro-life champions. Back row (from left):
Msgr. Andrew Vaccari, Don Magnotta, Fr. Fidelis Moscinski, John Paduano, Kevin and Susan Moore.
Front row (from left): Fred Trabulsi, Msgr. Reilly and Fr. Norman Bennett.
Photo: B. Musich
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